
College/Career Advising



Who I Am

Hayley Zablotsky

College/Career Adviser



What I can help with
- Applications 

◦ 4-year university

◦ Community college 

◦ Technical college

◦ Military

◦ Careers!

- SAT/ACT

- Financial Aid



A few options
4-year university = get bachelor’s degree

Community college (2 years) = associate’s degree or certificate

Transfer option = start at community college for basics and then 
transfer to a university for a TOTAL of 4 years = bachelor’s degree



The Big 3
What you have to do to get to college

1. SAT/ACT

2. Apply to college

3. Financial aid applications



What needs to happen junior year?

SAT 
& 

ACT



1. SAT/ACT
- Tests that determine college acceptance and scholarships 

- SAT and ACT are similar but different tests 

- Try both and see which you like better



The main difference:

- Both the SAT and the ACT have math and English sections

- The ACT has science – SAT does not 



SAT/ACT
- It is not too early to start 

- In fact, starting senior year is LATE

- Start now and take SAT or ACT multiple times

- Fee waivers if on free/reduced lunch



Register
Register for SAT through College Board website

Register for ACT at act.org 

** Just google “Register for SAT” or “Register for ACT” **



Question:
Do colleges have a preference between the SAT and ACT?



2. Applications

- Start researching colleges and majors now

- Your student will apply late summer/fall of 
senior year

- Be ready!



Money

- College is expensive 

- There is lots of financial aid available



Types
Merit-based aid

- academic scholarships

- athletic scholarships

- scholarships for anything related to your achievements: leadership, service, art, 
music, etc.

Need-based aid

- money is offered based on family’s financial need

- FAFSA and TASFA



FAFSA versus TASFA
FAFSA is for U.S. citizens and permanent residents – if you have a 
social security number

TASFA is for non-citizens, undocumented students, DACA students –
if you do NOT have a social security number



Be ready for FAFSA or TASFA
- Government financial aid requires tax information to determine 
how much money to give you

- Make sure your family has been filing taxes

- If not, FILE TAXES THIS YEAR 



What should your junior be doing now?
- Do well in class

- Participate in extracurricular activities (music, art, student government, sports, 
work, etc.)

- Leadership

- Volunteer work

- Research colleges, majors, careers

- Visit colleges if you can 

- And take the SAT/ACT





My contact info
o Email me: Hayley.Zablotsky@Birdvilleschools.net

o Call me: 817-547-6064

mailto:Hayley.Zablotsky@Birdvilleschools.net


Questions?


